
 
is the most stringent condition by which the labourer is in any instance bound 
(Evidence, 841, 1. 44). It may be further remarked, that a great deal of protective 
influence is, generally speaking, exercised by the managers of mines, with respect to the 
regularity and the convenient mode of payment of the wages of the young people. 
 

193. Evidence may be seen (p. 821, 1. 25; p. 830, 1. 28; p. 847, 1. 49; p. 849, 1. 52) 
of the rarity of disagreements between employers and the younger class of 
labourers, with regard to hiring or wages. The answers to the following query, sub-
mitted to the same magistrates mentioned when treating of the adult miners, are 
equally satisfactory. The question asked was this: 
 

Have complaints been made before you on the part of the children or young persons employed in 
mines or other large works, arising out of the non-fulfilment of agreements by their employers, whether 
masters or workmen? 
 

The answers are as follows: 
 

From the Western Dis tr ic t  
Such complaints have been made, but not more frequently, in proportion to the numbers employed, 
than by those engaged in other labour. 
 

From the Central District  
(a) South Western Division: 
An instance rarely occurs where complaints have arisen by either of the parties, or for the causes 
named in the query; for the rules in the large mines are generally good, and acted on with judgment 
and vigour. 
 

(b)  Camborne Division: 
For many years I was the only magistrate in this populous district. The complaints of children 
or young persons working in mines have been rare and of a trifl ing nature, being generally for 
non-payment of wages by the common miner employing them, which have always been settled with 
perfect ease and satisfaction by the magistrates in petty sessions. 
 

(c)  Redruth Division: 
Complaints have occasionally been brought to me on the part of children employed in the mines 
for non-payment of wages due; and I have granted summonses, which have generally been 
sufficient. It. is a commonly understood arrangement in the different mines, in such cases, to stop 
the amount due out of the employers' gettings, and so to pay the labourers. 
 

Eastern Dis tr ic t   
(a) St. Austle Division: 
Few, if any, except in cases where the concern itself has failed, or the owners become from other 
causes distressed in circumstances. In a few cases we have been obliged to levy by orders, and 
warrants of distress on the property, but not more or so much in behalf of children as adults. 
 

(b) Lostwithiel Division: 
The complaints have been frequent, but much more frequent on the part of young persons against 
"takers" than against principals. These complaints have diminished considerably, and I attribute it 
to a prompt and very persevering practice on the part of our petty sessions. 
 

(c) Launceston Division: 
Confining my reply to children, I should say, very rarely indeed. 
 

Devonshire District  
Occasionally, complaints have been made to the magistrates, within the last eight or nine years, 
by persons employed in mines in this division, comprising ten parishes, for the recovery of wages, 
but in the great majority of instances, and I may say with scarcely but two or three exceptions, 
such complaints have been made by adults, and not by children or young persons. There are two 
woollen manufactories in this division, but I do not remember ever having had any application made 
by children or young persons working therein, against their employers. 
 

I X .  T R E A T M E N T  A N D  C A R E  
 

194. Very l itt le is done in these mines in the way either of reward or 
punishment.  The more rapid advancement of  the di l igent and sk i l l fu l ,  and the 
giv ing them an opportunity  of leaving work earl ier than usual, and at t imes of 
earning a tr i f le for  themselves, by the setting of tasks, are the only encouragements to 
exertion at all extensively employed. In a few mines, of which Wheal Vor is the most 
important, a premium is given to those girls who have attended at their work without interruption 
during the whole month. In the mine mentioned, 1s is the monthly reward for the first-class 
girls employed at "framing” and 6d that of the second class (Evidence, p. 841, 1. 20). 
 

195. The superintendence of the agents is the only ordinary check on indolence or 
misconduct. Absence from work without leave (Evidence, p. 847, 1. 52), and 
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some particular offences, are punished by "spaling" (fine), differing in amount in different 
mines, but always moderate. Where these, or the reprimand of the agent, are ineffectual, 
dismissal is the only ulterior measure. Corporal punishment may be said to be never 
inflicted.* In fact, as there is no system of apprenticeship, any such punishment would be illegal, 
and it would certainly be resented by recourse to legal process on the part of the friends. 

 

196. The boys employed under ground by the men are likewise subject to be 
"spaled" (fined) when they are absent from their posts at the regular hours; but the fine 
seldom much exceeds what is necessary to be paid for the procuring a substitute 
(Evidence, p. 848, 1. 52; p. 850, 1. 32). If the boy or his friends think it too heavy, 
application is made to the managers, and justice is done; but no interference is exercised 
between the men and their boys, except in extreme cases (Evidence, p. 848, 1.38). In 
some cases the fines are credited to the adventurers (owners), so that no gain can arise to 
the men from the infliction† 

 

197. On the whole, the concurrent testimony of all the agents, and other well-informed 
parties, to whom inquiries have been directed, goes to show that not only is no corporal 
punishment or other il l-usage, inflicted by the men on the boys employed by them 
under ground, nor any tyranny exercised (Evidence, p. 834, 1. 70), but that there is a 
very general consideration, on the part of the men, of the age and powers of their young 
fellow-labourers, and a disposition to relieve them from any excess of toil, even at the 
expense of increased exertion of their own. The very frequent association in work of 
children with their parents or near relatives, contributes to the promotion of this 
generous and manly feeling (Evidence, p. 847, 1. 44). 

 

198. The mutual relations between the managers of mines and the children and young 
persons employed under them may be said to terminate when the work of the day is 
closed. A large proportion of the mines are situated at a distance of several miles 
from the dwellings of both these parties, and no connexion between them could be well 
maintained except at the mines. The mining district between Redruth and Camborne is 
the most favourably situated for the continuing such relations beyond the limits of the 
places of work, and a beneficial influence arising from this continuance is more 
perceptible there than elsewhere. What is chiefly exhibited is, however, rather a 
regard by the general body of proprietors and. managers of mines for the benefit of 
the general body of mining labourers than a special attention to the individuals 
employed by themselves. Cases of gross misconduct out of the mine are generally 
brought under the animadversion of the agents, and reprimand or dismissal will follow 
(Evidence, p. 850, 1. 34). 

 

X.  PHYSICAL CONDITION 
 

199. A strong line of demarcation must be drawn between the children and young 
persons employed at the surface and those employed under ground in these mines, in 
respect to certain points in their physical condition. The former may be said to be, 
speaking generally, in at least as good condition as the children in the neighbourhood 
otherwise employed; that of the latter is very distinctly inferior. 

 

200. The external appearance of the children and young persons employed at the 
surface, taken as a class, is that of robust health. The complexion is generally florid, the 
person well formed, the expression alert and cheerful (Evidence, p. 830, 1. 58). Among 
the girls as they approach towards womanhood there is an inclination to embonpoint, 
and many of them possess a considerable share of personal beauty; in the central 
district perhaps most remarkably, the features being often handsome. The greater part 
of the boys are drafted off to under-ground work before the frame is at al l  ful ly 
developed, but they are general ly healthy and well formed as long as they continue 
at the surface. The abundant supply of fresh air, and the variety of muscular movement 
are the main causes of their healthiness and their freedom from deformity respectively. 

 
 

* The return from Fowey Consols Mine states, that "Many years since corporal punishment was inflicted here 
on two boys for theft, by order of the county magistrates; and three or four instances have occurred of fathers 
correcting their children publicly, in front of the counting-house, and in the presence of the agents, having their 
election either to correct their sons or have them discharged from the mine.” 

 
†The following returns will serve to show the systems usually adopted as to punishments: 1. At Dolcoath "Men are 

fined 5s for swearing and boys Is; men are kept without ‘subsist' for fighting." The agent adds, "I have not 
heard an oath sworn in this mine but once during ten years." 2. At Tresavean, "If they transgress, we turn 
them home for the day, for which they receive no pay." "Swearing, and other bad language, are punished by 
fines." 3. At Tretoil, "If a child be industrious, he is occasionally given a half-holiday." 4. At the Perran 
Mines, "Swearing, a fine of 2s  6d; drunkenness, 2s 6d; rioting, to be excluded from these mines." 
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201. When the boys exchange surface for under-ground work, they speedily lose the 

freshness of complexion in the first place, and gradually become for the most part sal low 
and sickly in hue (Evidence, p. 830, 1. 66; p. 848, 1. 31; p. 849, 1. 49; p. 850, 1. 45). 
This change is often, but not at all uniformly, associated with distinct unhealthiness, but it 
is no doubt connected with an impeded progress of development. No sort of deformity 
arises from their occupation. A very slight forward stoop is gradually acquired, and a 
rather long and cautious step, arising out of the habit of climbing, and of feeling the 
way among dark and dangerous places. 

 

202. In stature, the difference which exists between those employed in mines, and 
others, is as regards the females in favour of the former, as has been partly stated 
already. The use of hammers tends perhaps to the production of some fullness of  bust .  
In  a former  par t  o f  th is  repor t  the weights of  the men in  d i f ferent mines are given, 
and their stature is spoken of. The tendency of underground labour is to check the 
nutrition of the body, as has been already explained, and the degree of stunting produced 
will be proportionate to the earliness of the period of growth at which that labour is 
begun. Those who go under ground when very young often acquire after a short time 
the countenance of much older boys, whilst their size is below the average at their real 
age; their figures are also more set and angular than is natural in early life. 

 

203. The food brought to the mines by the children and young persons is for the most 
part sufficient in quantity for the one meal usually taken by them there, and perhaps for a 
slight refection between breakfast and dinner. It is coarse in its quality and mode of 
preparation, and from these causes does not always afford suff icient nutr iment, 
(Evidence, p. 821, 1.15; p. 845, 1. 53). The hoggans and pasties have been already 
described (Evidence, p. 821, 1. 51).  

 

204. The children of both sexes seem to get on very well with this diet. It is chiefly 
among the females a few years older that dyspeptic affections are frequent. Stews and fish 
and potatoes mixed together, and sent warm from their homes, are most common in the 
western districts (Evidence, p. 841, 1. 1, 23; p. 847, 1. 37; p. 848, 1.27). The children 
appear to find half an hour long enough to take their dinners (Evidence, p. 826, 1. 26; p. 
836, 1. 21), and usually to get a little play as well. The older females complain 
sometimes that it is too short (Evidence, p. 846, 1. 3; p. 851, 1. 44). 

 

205. The extent of accommodation afforded for warming the food, varies much in 
different mines. The most ample provision is that of ovens for the purpose (Evidence, 
p. 836,1. 34); but this is unusual. In other instances, as at Fowey Consols, the long 
iron cylinder, heated by a fire at one end, used for heating the shed in which the meal 
is taken, serves also to warm the latter. In many places recourse must  be had to  
the house in  which the miners '  c lo thes are  dr ied (Evidence, p. 845, 1. 34); to the 
boilers of the steam-engines; or to the smiths' shop),  to ef fect  th is  object some 
instances,  as at  the Fowey Consols,  where ovens are kept in the neighbourhood, 
those who wish to get their pasties effectually warmed, are able to have it done at the charge 
of a penny a week. 

 

206. Cold water is most commonly the only drink to be obtained, and that is not 
always very abundant,  sometimes brought from a considerable distance, and 
distributed in limited quantities (Evidence, p. 845, 1. 36). In a few mines there are 
facilities for obtaining hot water, or even a cup of tea, usually an infusion of indigenous 
herbs (Evidence, p. 836, 1. 35). 

 

207. Under ground the boys take with them fare more or less substantial according to the 
part of the day in which their "course" of labour falls. But they always make use of some 
food whilst, they are below; and this is justly considered one of the most beneficial changes 
which have occurred in the habitual practices of the miners (Ev idence ,  p .  826 ,  1 .  14 ;  p .  
834 ,  1 .1 ) .  The  appet i te  i s  no t  a lways  ve ry  keen in  the  hot and impure air with 
which they are surrounded, and sometimes very little of the food taken down is eaten 
there* (Evidence, p. 853, 1. 23,45). Butchers' meat is only combined in very small 
proportion with the different articles mentioned above,  espec ia l l y  fo r  the ch i ld ren .  
Beef  i s  very  l i t t le  used;  mut ton  is  more  common, but pork is the meat most largely 
employed for this as for all other purposes among the mining population (Evidence, p. 821, 1. 
43). 

 

208. The food obtained by the children and young persons at their homes varies very much 
in quality and abundance with the circumstances of the families. It 

 
*At Dolcoath is found a solitary example of a provision of hot soup for boys as well as men, on their coming to the surface 
(Evidence, p. 837, 1. 60). This is more particularly described in a former part of this Report. Water is sent down in 
many copper-mines in small barrels or cans for the relief of the thirst, which is often very urgent. It is not always 
very accessible (Evidence, p. 824,  1 .  6 9 ;  p.825, 1. 7; p. 852, 1. 58). 
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is too frequently scanty (Evidence, p. 830, 1. 9, 18) as well as innutritious,* and is usually 
very coarsely prepared (Evidence, p. 835, 1. 27). Breakfast before going to work in the 
morning, and supper after their return, are the regular meals for those employed at the 
surface (Evidence, p. 822, 1. 28, 38, 54; p. 823, 1. 13, 45; p.845, 1. 55). The under-
ground boys generally get some food when they reach their homes, at whatever hour that 
may be: at night some cold potatoes or bread probably be all that can be obtained. (Appendix A.) 

209. Where the family is large and very poor it will often happen that the earnings 
of the young persons of either sex will be disposed of in providing absolute 
necessaries for the whole party, so that no difference is made in the amount of nourishment 
afforded to those employed in hard labour and the younger children not yet able to work 
(Evidence, p. 825, 1. 29; p. 828, 1. 52). Such circumstances frequently induce the young men to 
seek a separate residence at the age of 17 or 18; and the medical man will often be 
consulted by females who are feeling the ill effects of being so situated, suffering from 
painful dyspeptic affections, arising chiefly from their not having sustenance at all 
calculated to give them strength for their laborious life, and seeking a delusive comfort from 
the stimulus of tea, which is largely used by all females of the working classes in the 
West of England. A further cause of the scantiness of their fare will be noticed presently. 

210. Speaking generally, the clothing of the children and young persons employed in 
these mines is good and sufficient. Among the females a great deal of attention is paid 
to dress, increasing with their approach to womanhood; but even the younger girls are 
usually furnished with very decent attire by their friends (Evidence, p.850, 1. 15). 
The occupations of the females not being usually very dirty, the ordinary dress, or 
one only slightly varied, is worn at the mine; additional protection is, however, 
commonly given to the lower part of the legs by wrapping them in woollen bands in the 
winter, and often in cotton ones in the summer. A certain smartness is noticeable in 
the bonnets, and in the manner of wearing them; they are generally small in the winter, 
and thrown rather back on the head, chiefly made of some lively-coloured material in 
some districts, and of s t raw in  others;  in  summer they are commonly la rge,  
s t ra ight ,  and.  pro jecting, with a long loose border, such as may afford effectual 
shelter from the sun. A rather amusing degree of concern for the preservation of the 
complexion is exhibited by some, who envelop their faces and throats with handkerchiefs, 
so as to present something of an invalided appearance. 

211. On Sundays, and on any holiday occasion, apparel of a showy and often 
expensive description is commonly worn. Girls under the age of 18 have not often 
money at, their disposal for any great outlay in this line; but, without any disposition to 
underrate the value of a regard for personal appearance in the article of dress, as an 
evidence of self-respect, the writer is obliged to notice the existence of what may fairly be 
called a passion for dress, as very extensively diffused among the young women 
connected with the mines ill every district (Evidence, p. 832, 1. 69.) As a medical man, he 
has often had cases brought under his notice in which he has been satisfied that disordered 
health has been mainly induced by coarse and scanty nourishment, whilst the patients 
have presented themselves in dresses only to be procured at very considerable cost. 
The same love of display is shown in the wearing of thin shoes and stockings during 
weather in which they are very unsuitable, causing a dangerous transition from the 
thick shoes usually worn by them, and the legs rolled up in woollen bands just now 
described. There is reason to believe that the provision of warm inner garments for 
the colder season is by no means correspondent with the outlay on those external ones 
which may serve to increase the personal attraction of the wearers.† 

212. The work of a large proportion of the boys employed at the surface exposes 
them to wet and dirt; and, however wet or dirty they may be, the same clothes are 
worn from the time they rise in the morning until bed-time at night; and it is well if they 
are effectually dried before they are put on again on the following day (Evidence, p. 
823, 1. 10). The clothing is generally sound and sufficiently decent for labouring 
boys, and a good protection against cold and wet is commonly furnished in thick woollen 
frocks (Evidence, p. 850, 1. 53), worn out- 

* Much improvement is stated to have taken place, within thirty years in the quality of the food; less barley 
is said to be used, and more meat (Evidence, p. 829, 1. 32; p. 841, 1. 25). 

†Some of the girls are liable to get wet, especially in the feet, in their employments; and all are so in 
coming to the mines. No provision is ever made there for a change of shoes or stockings under these 
circumstances, and the liability to injurious chill is consequently great, particularly to those (a large ma-
jority of the whole class) whose labour gives little or no exercise to the lower limbs (Evidence, p. 845, 1.18). 
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side during the winter. The whole body moreover is brought into pretty active exercise 
in most of their occupations.* 
 

213. The boys, like the men, when they go under ground, substitute for their ordinary 
apparel a loose woollen dress, thick shoes without stockings, and a strong hat with a convex 
crown, usually weighing from one to two pounds, and affording efficient protection to the head 
from falling bodies and blows, on which the candle is for the most part placed, inserted 
into a lump of wet clay. In very hot places the miners often throw off the greater part of 
the clothing of the body, and work almost in a state of nudity. On their return to the 
surface the under-ground garments are hung in a building appropriated to that use, 
called the "dry" or "drying-house", and the ordinary dress is resumed. The habit of 
wearing flannel next the skin is prevalent among the miners, and the boys working under 
ground are commonly provided with it. Their surface attire is very decent, and generally 
kept in pretty good repair. As they advance in age, a similar inclination to that manifested 
by their companions of the other sex, to smartness of dress, is developed; though it cannot 
usually be much indulged within the age to which this inquiry refers. 
 

214. Cleanliness of person and dress will almost attend as a natural concomitant of that 
regard to appearance which has been noticed as exhibited by both sexes; it is 
accordingly the rule among the children as well as the young persons. Of the latter, 
the greater part employed on the surface are females. Their work is not usually very 
dirty, and even when engaged about it they preserve a very cleanly appearance. At 
other times their fresh and clear skin, and well-washed clothing, correspond with the 
smartness of the articles themselves of their attire. The younger girls are neither 
equally well clothed, nor equally clean; and the work of the greater number (picking) 
exposes them more to wet and dirt. Still there is generally, even here, a degree of 
neatness, proving the disposition to do as well as circumstances permit. The little boys are 
most extensively employed in the midst of mineral mud, but they generally get rid of a 
great deal of it when their work is over. More might certainly be done in respect of these, 
both as to person and clothing. Stil l i t is exceedingly rare to meet with an example 
of squalid filthiness in any member of a miner's family. 
 

215. The under-ground boys are in the habit, as well as the men, of washing on their 
return to the surface, before resuming their ordinary dress. This being a process 
applicable to miners of every age, it is described, together with the accommodation 
provided for its efficiency in different mines, at a former part of this Report. The 
activity of the skin in early l ife, and the greater l iabil ity to inflammatory affections 
from chilling of the surface, render these accommodations more essentially beneficial to the 
youthful than even to the adult miner. 
 

216. The generally healthy condition of the children and young persons employed 
at the surface in these mines has been already noticed. In the principal mining 
districts comparatively few individuals belonging to families of the poorer class remain 
unconnected with mining labour during the period of life with which this inquiry is 
concerned. It is therefore difficult to ascertain whether the amount of sickness is greater 
or less among those working at the surface than among those remaining at home or 
otherwise employed. The concurrent testimony of medical men, mine agents, and other 
well-informed parties, is to the effect that no young people are more healthy (Evidence, p. 
830, 1. 57; p. 835, 1. 2: p. 848, 1. 56; p. 850, 1. 42). By one medical deponent a 
comparison is drawn (Evidence, p. 835, 1. 9) between the mining and manufacturing 
girls, to the advantage of the former. Evidence may also be seen, that the exchange of 
the occupation of straw-bonnet making (p. 823, 1. 22), and of domestic service (p. 852, 1. 
41), for surface-labour at a mine, may be positively beneficial to the health. The opinions 
of other medical men in different districts, equally favourable, may be seen in the Appendix (F.) 
 

217. On the other hand, a certain amount of sickness is distinctly produced by the work 
itself, or its attendant circumstances. Many instances of this have been referred to, in 
treating of the particular branches of employment. The depositions of the patients 
examined furnish many other examples.† The nature and amount of the ailments of 
these boys and girls may be estimated from the following table (21), which exhibits the 
results of the most perfect of the returns made on the tabular forms: 
 
* In a few instances, where boys are employed (as in some of the washings of tin ore) almost constantly in the 
water, they are provided with waterproof boots by the mine, usually one pair in the year. This is also sometimes the case 
with those who work in the sump, and with timbermen (Evidence, p. 850, 1. 52). 
 
†One of the surgeons of Wheal Vor Mine confirms the statement given in the Evidence (p. 842, 1. 42), of the 
frequency of certain disorders in that mine. (See his answers to queries, Appendix F.) 
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in any greater proportion than others. Scrofula is not common among this class, atrophy is very 
rare. There is reason to believe that consumption is more frequent than in non-mining 
districts; whether it is more frequent among those members of millers' families who are 
engaged in surface labour at the mines than among those members who are not so employed, 
must for the present, as has been before remarked, remain in doubt. 

  
222. These observations are equally true of the boys whilst they remain at the surface; 

but they almost all have gone under ground for several years before they have reached 
the age of 18. The amount of sickness among them in this last situation must 
therefore be next considered. No register is kept of the daily attendance of the 
under-ground boys at the mines, so that there are no means of ascertaining what time 
they have lost, except from their own recollection; and the returns made on the Tabular 
Forms are in this particular too vague for the establishment of any trustworthy 
conclusions. The attendance of the surgeon under contract is limited usually to cases of 
injury, so that the data for finding the average amount of sickness among a given number of 
boys are very defective. Observation, therefore, and the experience of individual medical 
men, must furnish our chief materials for a decision. It has been shown in the 
introductory division of this Report (p. 741, Table 2, &c.), that the average life of the 
miner is very materially shorter than that of other labourers in the same 
neighbourhood, and that the greater part of this short-l iving is produced by the 
greater prevalence of consumption, whilst accidents contr ibute in an important 
measure to the result.  The nature and causes of this consumption, as affecting miners 
generally, have been discussed, as well as the subject of mine accidents: and it only 
remains necessary to add a few remarks on the influence of the early employment of boys 
under ground in producing this excess of mortality, to what has been already said when 
treating the nature of their employment, and the state of the place of work. 

  
223. I have seen a great many men in these mines who have attained different ages, 

more or less advanced, and have preserved their constitutions equally well with the more 
healthy portion of the non-mining population; though they have gone under ground 
regularly through a long series of successive years. Some of these have possessed a 
remarkable robustness of frame, which seems to have withstood all external injurious 
influences, but by far the greater part have either not begun to work under ground till they 
were 17 or 18 years of age, or have been so circumstanced as to be provided with ample 
nourishment, and to be taken care of on the first appearance of ill health. Examples of 
each of these conditions may be found in the Evidence (p. 839, 1. 56, 66; p. 838, 1. 59; p. 841, 
1. 69). 

  
224. Again, I have met with many others who, f inding the working under ground 

incompatible with the preservation of health, have either found occupation at the surface or 
have quitted the mines altogether. (Instances may be seen, Evidence, p. 828, 1. 17 p. 
829, 1. 51; p. 831, 1. 14; p. 836, 1. 59). 

  
225. But when a boy, originally, perhaps, inclined to consumptive disease, having 

often a declining father (Evidence, p. 843, 1. 55; p. 831, 1. 9), sometimes left as the 
principal stay to a widowed mother with a large family (Evidence, p. 831, 1. 32; p. 840, 1. 24; 
p. 846, 1. 62), obtains at 10 or 11 years of age a place under ground, he works with spirit 
for some years, but he expends the whole capital of his constitution. He cannot give up 
his place whilst he can possibly do the work, for the necessities of his home render 
any exercise of parental authority rarely required to urge him forwards. He cannot 
get the k ind of  nour ishment,  or  enough of it, to support his strength under exhausting 
labour, still less to give full materials for the development of the frame in its just 
proportions. The result is that he falls a victim either to acute disease, often produced by 
the rapid transitions of temperature occurring to every miner, or to consumption pursuing 
rather a rapid course, and frequently preceded by hemoptysis. This is a statement of 
facts which have repeatedly fallen under my own notice; similar ones may be seen in Evidence 
(p. 28, 1. 18; p. 835, 1. 45). 

  
226. Where there is more power of resistance in the original constitution, the effects of 

the excess of labour, deleterious and exhausting agencies, and deficient nutriment, will be 
evidenced chiefly in a stunting of growth and a general feebleness (Evidence, p. 824, 1. 
62). In these cases life is often prolonged, and the occupation of mining continued for many 
years, though the labour is always felt more or less oppressive (Evidence, Nos. 16 & 17), and is 
generally interrupted by attacks of illness; but such men have always the appearance of being 
older than they really are, and from 35 to 45 years of age they are often completely broken 
down, and at that period of life frequently fall into the slower and more characteristic form of 
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consumption common among miners, and do, I am well convinced, contribute very 
much indeed to swell the lists of premature deaths by which the average life of the 
miner is rendered so much shorter than that of his agricultural neighbour. 

 

227. Various forms of unhealthy action occur among the boys working under ground, 
whether as preludes of the early termination of life, or concomitants of the defective 
development noticed above, or as affecting those on whom they operate as timely 
warnings to quit the occupation altogether, or those whose more robust constitutions, or 
more favourable circumstances, enable them to resume it without permanent detriment. 

  
228. Disordered action of the heart, sometimes connected with hypertrophy, or with 

the changes consequent on rheumatism, but more commonly without structural 
mischief, is a frequent occurrence. It is often associated with derangement of the 
functions of digestion, and both classes of symptoms may have been occasioned by 
exposure to "poor air". But I have seen several cases in which the palpitation appeared 
to have resulted purely from repeated over-exertion of the organ; and in some of these 
there was reason to believe that the food was very i n s u f f i c i e n t .  T h a t  w e a k n es s ,  
a n d  c o r r es p o n d e n t  i r r i t a b i l i t y ,  w e r e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  under which this unnatural 
action took place, was further shown by the perfect success of a treatment essentially 
tonic.* Instances of affections of the heart, varying in character as above detailed, may 
be found (Evidence, p. 840, 1. 18, 27; p. 841, 1. 69). 

 

229. Affections of the organs of respiration are frequent, and are either of the acute 
inflammatory nature, to which sudden transitions of temperature will give rise, and 
consequently most common among those who work in the shallower mines, or parts of mines, 
and where the air and water is cold (Evidence, p. 835, 1. 55; p. 828, 1. 11; 840, 1. 16); 
or they are of it more chronic form, apparently connected with the repeated inhalation of 
noxious gases and particles of matter, and, perhaps, with over-distention of the ramifications 
of the air-tubes and cells. Where inflammation is not produced, a more abundant secretion 
from the surfaces to which those noxious agents are applied is the protection and mode of 
elimination furnished by nature, but this secretion being associated with an increased flow of 
blood to those surfaces, the reiterated call for the one renders the other almost 
continually necessary. The consequences are an engorged and thickened state of the 
linings of the air-tubes, and a contraction of their bore, leading to forced dilatation 
afterwards in the course of violent respiratory efforts. Instances of such dyspnoea may 
be found (Evidence, p. 872, 1. 46; p. 848, 1. 17; p. 853, 1. 58). It is probably an 
engorgement of the above description, affecting the larynx and trachea, which produces 
the hoarseness very commonly noticeable among these boys, examples of which occur in the 
Evidence (p.843, 1. 57; p. 853, 1. 39; p. 854, 1. 1). 

 

230. The affections of the digestive organs chiefly met with among the boys working 
under ground are disorders of the stomach, connected with the inhalation of "poor air", 
and seeming to be merely secondary to the influence of this air upon the brain. Pain in 
the head, becoming intense on stooping, giddiness proceeding sometimes to loss of 
consciousness, failure of muscular power, are described by miners of all ages as effects of this 
deleterious agent (Evidence, p. 854, 1. 61; p. 852, 1. 50; p. 853, 1. 8, 22); but the greater 
irritability of the young subject seems to occasion the sympathetic affection of the 
stomach, shown by loss of appetite, nausea, or vomiting† (Evidence, p. 853, 1. 11, 
23, 45). The powers of digestion are usually recovered in these cases very readily on 
the return to a pure air. It is at a later period of adolescence, approaching the limit of 
this inquiry, that more permanent dyspepsia often occurs (Evidence, p. 835, 1. 20), arising 
mainly, I believe, from the general feebleness induced by premature under-ground labour, partly 
perhaps from repetition of the more transient disturbance just now spoken of, and 
increased by coarseness of fare, and at, times by the use of tobacco, which is often 
commenced at about this age. 

 

231. No other forms of sickness can be said to be at all prevalent among this class 
of boys. From diseases of the skin it has even been supposed that they enjoy something 
approaching to immunity; and though I have met with many cases even within the last 
few months, to accede to that opinion, it seems probable that the free action of the skin, 
promoted by underground labour does tend to preserve it, from eruption. 

 

*It will be seen, on reference to Evidence, p.825, 1. 59, that of seven boys examined very soon after their 
coming to the surface on the conclusion of their day's work, the pulse in all but one proved the exhaustion of the 
muscular power of the heart, produced by the circumstances of their labour. 

 
†A more minute detail of the symptoms occasionally arising from this noxious agent is given in the Appendix (F.) 
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In the neighbourhood of St. Agnes, in the north-east of this district, the teachers are said to be: 
 
Competent to teach the lower branches of an English education. Not more than one of them is 
believed to have been trained as a teacher. 
 
From the greatest mining neighbourhood in the Eastern District, a clergyman wr i tes thus:   
 
I  th ink  there is  on ly  one man in  the  par ish  qua l i f ied  to  teach the  youth  as  they ought to be 
taught, and one schoolmistress, who educates the daughters of the farmers and tradesmen. 
 

241. Mr. Tremenheere's account of the nature of these schools, of the systems on which 
they are conducted, and of the qualifications of the masters, is as follows: 

 
If the children of the labouring classes now attending these day-schools are few in proportion 

to the whole number of an age for education, and if the time allowed for it by the parents of those 
few is short  and inadequate, st i l l  less are the methods pursued by 27  out of 32 masters and 
mistresses whose schools I visited, or the books and apparatus used, such as to afford any 
reasonable hope that instruction of any permanent value could be imparted to more than a 
small number of their pupils, even if they remained much longer at school than is now the 
custom. By all these 27 the old system of teaching is pursued, and the books in use are those 
ordinarily accompanying it. The payments are so low and irregular that good class-books 
cannot be afforded by the master. Whatever books are used are provided by the parents. 
Being themselves generally unable to read, the cheapest seem to be considered to have the 
most  mer i t .  A f ragment of  a Testament,  and a smal l  spel l ing-book,  are the ordinary store; 
for the few more advanced, the Bible, and the elementary books of Pinnock, Murray, and 
Goldsmith. 

 
The school-rooms were in general found to be light, and clean, and sufficiently provided with 

desks, but in most instances close and i l l  vent i lated. The terms of payment ranged from 2s 
to 5s 6d and 7s 6d per quarter. Of the masters, the great majority had either been hurt or had 
lost their health in the mines, or had been unsuccessful in trade or other occupations; but their 
qualifications appeared in most instances to be respectable, and their demeanour towards their 
pupils mild and conciliatory. Nevertheless it must be confessed that they cannot be regarded as 
possessing, either in their own resources or in the methods they pursue, the capability of 
effecting, to any desirable extent, the mental and moral improvement of those under their charge. 
About half belonged to the Established Church, one to the denomination of Independents, one to 
that of Baptists, the rest to the different sections of the Wesleyans. Nine follow the system of the 
National Society somewhat modified, one that of the Brit ish and Foreign Society. With respect to 
the use of catechisms in many of the schools conducted on the old system, either the Church or 
the Wesleyan Catechism was taught, according to the wish of the respective parents. 

 
In the greatest number of these schools comparatively few boys had advanced in arithmetic as 

far as the rule-of-three. Sti l l  fewer had learned anything of grammar, Engl ish history, 
geography, mensuration, or linear drawing; subjects which almost all the masters professed to 
teach. In 19 schools, boys and gir ls were instructed together. In eight they had separate 
schools. In almost all the amount of instruction which seemed to be thought requisite for the girls 
scarcely passed the boundary of the merest elements. 

 
Mr. T. proceeds to speak in terms of commendation of several schools, particularising the 

boys' school at Illogan, mentioned above, another at Trevenson, and three girls' schools in the 
same parish, the British School at St. Agnes, and two private establishments; one at 
Trevarth, noticed above, and one at Tuckingmill, kept by Mr. Phillips, which is spoken of in the 
Evidence (No. 64). I must refer to Mr. T’s Report for the details of the merits of these schools. 

 
242. From the day when the children of either sex go to work at the mines, they cease to 

attend day-schools, and, with regard to the vast majority, all teaching, except that at the Sunday-
school, is at an end. 

 
243. A certain number of the boys, more in some districts than in others, but in all cases 

bearing a very small proportion to the rest, attend evening-schools. In many instances these 
are only open during the winter months. The masters are the same who keep day-schools, 
and the instruction afforded is of the same quality. 

 
244. The expense of attendance at the day-schools varies from 1d a week to 5s 6d a 

quarter. The most usual charge at the evening-schools is 3d a week when the boys bring a 
candle, and 3½d when they do not; the highest charge mentioned in the Evidence (p. 851, 1. 
69) is 6d a week, the lowest (p. 843, 1. 54) 1s 6d a quarter. The money is paid by the 
parents. The only exceptions ascertained are; 1. in North and South Roskear, where 1d a 
month is levied on each man; each man who works there and has a family is allowed to 
send one child to the British School at Camborne, without any other charge, and any other 
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children on the payment of 1d a month more with each. 2. In Wheal Friendship and 
Wheal Betsey, in Devonshire, the chief part of the expense of a school has been borne by the 
adventurers. 3. In St. Just, a subscription has been set on foot for the purpose of sending 
poor children gratuitously to the different schools established in the neighbourhood 
(Evidence, p. 849, 1. 8). The adventurers at the Charlestown United Mines contemplate 
the establishment of a school at which instruction will be given to the younger children of 
their men at very little charge to them. 
 

245. The charge of 1d a week has been mentioned as about the lowest made, but it 
should be stated that much of the best quality of instruction is provided at no higher rate; 
the greater part of the expense of the school being, in fact, defrayed from private 
sources. The National and British Schools are mainly supported here, as elsewhere, by 
voluntary contributions; and the individual benevolence of one noble lady, in whom the most 
enlightened charity is hereditary, has given existence, and gives efficiency, to at least 12 schools. 

 
 246. It has been already stated that a very large majority of the children in the mining districts had 
been sent to some day-school for some years before they went to the mines. Still a large number, 
doubtless, remains of those who from having been left almost friendless, or from the ignorance, 
poverty, negligence, or selfishness of their friends, have not gone to school at all. Some such have 
been casually met with in the prosecution of this inquiry. (See Evidence, p. 846, 1. 64; p. 828, 1. 2.) 
 
 247. But it is chiefly in taking their children from school at a very early age, that these qualities in 
the characters and circumstances of the parents are displayed. It has been seen (116, &c.) that a 
great number of boys are actually at work at the mines before they are 10 years old, and a great 
number of girls before they are 12, and both these classes have generally been there for a year or 
more. Many of these, of the girls especially, have also been taken from school some time before they 
obtained employment at the mines, being made useful at home. The following are a few of the 
statements of the ages at which the children are usually removed from schools in different districts to 
go to continuous employment: 

 
Western District;  St. Just, and the extreme West, three answers: 
 
1. From 10 to 12  years of years of age. 2 .  General ly about 10 years of age. 3. Twelve is the 
average. 

 
North-eastern Division of the same district; St. Ives, &c.: 

 
1. Children are taken from school about the age of 10 years (boys) and 12 years (girls) to work at 
the mines, &c. 2. The parents being poor, the children are taken away very early to go to work; 
frequently at 9 or 10 years old. 

 
From the different parts of the Central District the following statements are given. From the 
South-west Division (Breage, &c.): 

 
Unfortunately, the chi ldren, both boys and gir ls,  are sent to work too early in the t in mines; 
often as young as years of age. I do not think their employment injurious to their health; though, 
perhaps, this may be one cause of the general weakness of the miner's constitution, who very 
seldom live beyond 50; but it is certainly very prejudicial in unfitting the girls for domestic 
employment, and preventing the boys from acquiring any useful knowledge at school. 
 
Illogan Division:  

 
I  regret to say that the chi ldren of the labouring classes and miners, from poverty, are removed 
from school at a very early age, say from 8 to 10 years of age. 

 
Redruth:  On the average about 10. 
 
Gwennap: Generally between 9 and 12 years of age. 
 
Kea (Central District, East): 

 
They are commonly removed as soon as their labour can be turned to account, at 12, 11, 10, or even 
earlier. 

 
Perranarworthal (same neighbourhood):  Very many at 8 or 10 years of age; very few remain till 12 or 13. 
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St. Agnes, &c. (Central District, North-east): 
 
I am informed that the average age of removal from school to go to continuous employment is 10 
years. 
 
Eastern District, Tywardreath, &c.: 
 
A great part, of the population consists of miners, the very poor of which class put their children 
to work at an early age, not being able to pay for their education; those who are in better 
circumstances keep their children at school till they are 11, 12, or 13 years old; and I think if there 
were a good school, in which education could be obtained at a cheap rate, the greater part of the 
miners would send their children till they attained the age of 12 years. 
 

248. Ignorance of the value of education, though said to be less general than it formerly 
was (Evidence, p. 830, 1. 11), is still very prevalent, as is natural among men, often 
uneducated themselves, who have got on in the world as well as their neighbours. Where 
the duty of giving to their children as good an education as they can, is known, the parents 
cannot be charged, as a class, with neglecting it. Poverty is certainly the general cause that 
children are taken from school and sent to work at the early age above stated, as it is of their 
not being sent to school at all. The mere provision of decent clothing is beyond the ability of 
many a poor widow who has been left with a large family to struggle for subsistence. Her 
boys are her main stay, and bread must of course be obtained before knowledge. The early 
and improvident marriages of other parents often involve them in difficulties from which the 
early exertions of the children can alone extricate them. Here, likewise, poverty is a sufficient 
explanation of the curtailment of education. It is among the more prosperous miners that 
ignorance in some cases, and selfishness in others, often both together, lead to the early 
substitution of mining labour for attendance at the day-school. 

 
249. The same causes operate to prevent the greater number from going to evening-

schools, even where they are accessible; but the hours of work, and the time occupied in 
returning home, make it nearly impossible for the greater part of those employed at the 
surface to give any portion of the evening to the school, except at times during the winter 
months. As the boys advance in years, and they are employed under ground, they have 
more time at their command, though at rather irregular intervals, for availing themselves of 
these opportunities of instruction, and they do so in many instances; but the disposition to 
improve themselves, not having been fostered by any education since they attended day-school 
as young children, is not commonly found, and a large proportion of the parents prefer 
making use of the earnings of their boys in any other way than in paying for their schooling. 
There are many praiseworthy exceptions to this selfishness. Some such way be seen in the 
Evidence (p. 831, 1. 33; p. 851, 1. 64; p. 854, 1. 50), favourably contrasted with the cases 
of such as, although not in worse circumstances, have chosen to make their boys toil for their 
profit, even beyond their hours of work at the mines, rather than expend a portion of the 
earnings of those hours for the cultivation of their mental faculties (Evidence p. 852, 1. 28; p. 854, 
1. 42). 

 
250. Some of the results of the instruction actually given are comprised in Table 25 (pp. 798, 

799), which exhibits an abstract of the returns made on the tabular forms. From this it would 
appear that a large majority of the children and young persons of both sexes can read; but 
this is, with respect to a great number, only true to a very slight extent. Many read so badly 
that no pleasure or interest can be derived by themselves from reading; and if their 
attendance at the Sunday-school is discontinued, it is more than probable that the little that 
has been learnt is lost altogether. This is the case even with boys who have had some 
advantages, but whose education has not been continued till their minds were expanded 
sufficiently to give them an interest in what they had been taught (Evidence p. 852, 1. 25; 
p. 853, 1. 29, 63; p. 854, 1. 3, 22). 

 
251. Some testimonies regarding the evils resulting from this early removal from school are given 

in reply to the queries. 
 
The question was this: Does the removal of the children and young persons from school at the 
ages specified in the last answe, (that of which examples have been given) operate to their injury in 
after-life? If so, state in what manner. 
 
The following statements of opinion are from different neighbourhoods: 
 
I  th ink  so.  Fi rs t ,  i f  they work  under  ground,  the i r  hea l th  suf fe rs  f rom the i r  youth .  Secondly, 
if above ground, the first principles of education have not been sufficiently impressed on their minds 
to stimulate them to self-tuition, and the little they have learned is 
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soon forgotten. Thirdly, if girls go to work at, that early age, they have no knowledge how to make 
the commonest garment, &c. 

 2. It does so operate in many cases. The education is not continued long enough to fix in the 
mind what may have been acquired; neither is time allowed, in many instances, for learning- 
anything beyond reading. All this operates to their pecuniary injury, either in leaving them 
disqualified for certain minor situations, or else in entitling them to lower wages than more instructed 
persons would obtain. 

 3. It does so; inasmuch as the little they had learnt. there is very soon forgotten; or, if kept up, is of 
such an imperfect character, as to open their minds to impressions from evil advisers; and at al l 
events they are not on an equality with those in their own class who have been benefited by a 
more perfect education. 
 4. Yes; for it often happens that, at the time they leave, they have not learnt to read with ease, 
and, not liking the trouble of learning when not compelled, they soon give it up altogether; this of 
course would operate to their injury both in a temporal and spiritual point of view. Further, they lose 
the advantage of being able to write. 

252. Together with the loss of the knowledge of reading or writing, the more important 
principles of moral and religious truth will, in all probability, he gradually obliterated from the 
mind, and, as far as the early education is itself concerned, very little will have been gained. 
Happily, there are many beneficial influences at work tending to restore those principles 
at a later period to their due authority; but it can hardly be doubted that the character of 
that part of the male mining population which is at the period of life between boyhood and 
manhood, when vicious and disorderly conduct is most prevalent, is attributable in great 
measure to the want of continuity and sufficient duration in the attendance at school. 

 
253. The amount of positive knowledge usually possessed by the mining boy is not to be 

measured by the length of time he has been at school, neither is the quickness and capacity of 
his understanding to be measured by the amount of his positive knowledge. The circumstances of 
the miner's life tending to sharpen his perception and to strengthen his judgment, have been 
spoken of before. The children are in some degree under the same influences; in the first 
place, through the medium of the parent, who will convey to them a reflection of the 
sharp l ines which his hazardous and varied life has impressed on his own mind; and next, 
by their own experience. Many years pr ior to his being sent to the mine, the l i t t le boy 
is employed in ways which mimic his future occupations; with a shovel, of a size suited to his 
strength, he is employed in collecting from the road anything which may serve for 
dressing; this is placed in a small barrow, which introduces him to the work of wheeling: a 
step further in the same practice is afterwards made when he is busied in bringing water in a 
small cask from the well to his home. Other small tools, similar to those used in the mines, 
are often given him, and he may be seen at work with them, in imitat ion of what he has 
noticed when he has been taken there. Soon he makes himself useful in the cultivation 
of the garden or plot of ground, and in other services. When he goes to work at the 
mine, free association with others, and the variety of his own occupations, have their usual 
effect in calling forth his intelligence and forming his character; and, being in no degree 
oppressed, he has from the first the independent manner and frank expression of opinion 
general among the adult miners. Circumstances do much for him; what is wanting may be 
supplied by education. 

 
254. The only connexions existing between schools and any of the mines have been 

already stated. For the children and young persons actually employed, there is no provision 
whatever of that nature. In fact, as has been already stated, they come to the mine to 
work, while there they work constantly, excepting a short interval for dinner, and leave off when 
their work is done; and then all connexion ends between the employers and employed, except 
such good offices as private benevolence may suggest. The evening-schools are entirely 
unconnected with the mines. 

 
255. As there is a very kindly feeling entertained by the leading mine-owners and by 

their agents generally, towards the juvenile portion of their workpeople, so is there 
extensively manifested a sincere interest in the advancement of their intellectual, and still 
more their moral and religious condition. Hitherto it has been exhibited chiefly in the 
encouragement afforded by them to the schools established for the chi ldren prior to 
their coining to work, and, in a few instances, to evening-schools; but there is no reason to 
doubt that they would be ready to make some sacrifices for the furtherance of a judicious 
system, adapted to those actually employed. Some Evidence to that effect may be seen at 
p. 824, 1. 52; p. 832, 1. 26; p. 833, 1. 42; p. 847, 1. 56; p. 851, 1. 8; and additional testimony is con- 
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tained in several answers to the queries; one of which may be given as an example; it is from a 
clergyman in the Eastern District: 

 
I am making [he says] great exertions to establish schools for the instruction of boys and 
gir ls, and I am greatly encouraged in my efforts by the wi l l ing co-operation of the higher 
classes, and the almost impatient desire manifested by the lower orders to obtain for their 
children a more sound, religious, and useful education. 

 
256. Some of the impediments to education, arising from the parents, have been already 

spoken of, and some examples of the operation of other principles have been referred 
to.  I t  is  but just  to state that  a great number of  the work ing miners, who are fathers 
of families, are most strongly impressed with the importance of the benefits conferred by a 
good education; contemplating higher benefits than the mere advancement of their 
children in the world; and that they look forward with very great satisfaction to what they 
have anticipated as one result of the inquiries which have been made; the establishment of 
good schools which might be attended by their children without preventing their gaining a 
livelihood at the same time. 

 
257. There is no reason to believe that the severity of labour in the ordinary 

distribution of time and work at the mines at all incapacitates the children and young 
persons for receiving instruction at the end of the day. But those who have to walk 
some miles to their homes, probably the greater number, can do little more than get. 
their supper and go to bed. Such at least should be the case with the younger children, 
in order to ensure them eight hours of rest. In the evening-school at Tucking-miII, 
(Evidence, p. 837,1. 24), though the homes of the boys, and the mines at which they had 
been working, were both close at hand, it was necessary to postpone the supper till they 
returned from school, between nine and ten at  n ight .  In  the winter ,  when the work 
c loses wi th the dayl ight ,  to  allot an hour or two in the evening to school is more easy, 
and the boys have not complained that they feel the attendance irksome. Evidence to a 
contrary effect may be found (p. 837, 1. 3, 22; p. 843, 1. 31). 

 
258. The slenderness of the stock of domestic knowledge possessed by the females employed 

in the mines is attested by all parties. When they come to be wives and mothers, the 
consequences are very injurious to the husband and children, from the want of 
management in the outlay of the earnings, from the expense entailed in paying for work 
which ought to be done at home, and from the coarse and insufficient culinary 
processes, adopted through ignorance of better methods (Evidence, p. 833, 1. 27; p. 849, 
1. 23; p. 850, 1. 63; p. 841, 1. 60). Some inclination to gossiping with the neighbours has been 
supposed to arise from the habits acquired at the mines; but the wives of the miners cannot 
be justly charged as a body with neglect of their domestic duties. Their hearts are in 
their homes, and they are for the most part tender mothers and industrious wives 
(Evidence, p. 829, 1. 34). Indeed the laborious occupations to which they have been inured 
make the household duties appear comparatively light. 

 
259. It is necessary to notice in this place a laxity of practice, which still exists to a 

great extent, though it is generally considered to be less prevalent than it formerly was; 
the putting off the solemnization of marriage till it is rendered necessary to save the 
legitimacy of the child, whose birth is known to be at hand. The mischievous effects of this 
practice are too evident to require illustration; but it is due to the young women concerned, to 
state that there is every reason to believe that they enter into the engagements which lead to 
these consequences with entire confidence that they will terminate in marriage; and that the 
practice itself appears to be derived from a remote period, and to be of connate origin 
with the similar habits of a related Celtic tribe, the Welch. 

 
260. That confidence is not often misplaced. Desertion by the men is very rare, in 

propor t ion to the number of  cases in  which i t  would prove destruct ive to  the 
reputation of the young women. The number of illegitimate children is generally small; 
and is stated in several places to be much less than it was when compulsory marriage 
usually followed the discovery of the probability of such being born (Evidence, p. 
829,1. 37). There is reason to believe that the desire to escape from the single state, 
entertained by a rather elderly portion of the females working at the mines, often led to a 
course which afforded nearly the only prospect of such a desire being realised. 

 
261. There are some differences in regard to the above particulars in different 

districts, which are stated and illustrated in the Evidence (p. 832, 1. 52; p. 841, 1. 64; 
p. 849, 1. p.850, 1. 60). 
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262. Everywhere open prostitution is very rare. In the parish and neighbourhood of 

Camborne, which embraces a population of 30,000, it was stated by an officer of the Union, 
intimately acquainted with the subject, that there was not even one individual l iving in that 
condition. This fact is rendered stil l more credi table to the populat ion by the favourable 
contrast in which it stands to the state of some of the towns at no great distance. 

 
 

XII. COMPARATIVE CONDITION 
 
263. In the principal mining districts almost all the children of the poorer classes are 

sent, to the mines when there is any demand for their labour. Comparison can therefore be 
hardly instituted, on a large scale, except with districts more or less remote. The relative 
condition of those in the neighbourhood has, however, been kept in view in all the statements 
in this Report which bear a relative character, and many illustrative particulars in the Evidence 
collected have been referred to. A brief notice of the condition of the children and young persons 
employed in domestic and civic occupations, in agriculture, and in the iron-foundries and slate 
quarries, from which returns have been obtained, shall now be given, under the several 
heads of inquiry already treated as respects the mining class. 

 
264 (1) Very little, if any, paid employment is found in agriculture for boys under 10 years of age, and it 

is merely casual till they are 12 or 13. Young girls have only a little occasional work in the field, and do 
not, till they are 15 or 16, engage in it as their regular occupation. In towns, places are found for 
a few as servants or errandboys, and apprenticeships are resorted to by the greater part. The 
girls from 14 upwards obtain employment, as domestic servants, and a great number learn the 
business of dressmaking at the same age. The ages at the iron-foundries are, under 13, 62; 
between 13 and 18, 150; those at the slate-quarries, under 13, 21 males and 9 females; 
between 13 and 18, 34 males and 17 females. 

 
265 (2) The hours for agricultural work are usually about 10 in the day in summer, and 

daylight in winter. Night-work is unknown, as well as working overtime, except perhaps a 
little at harvest. Girls employed in dressmaking are here, as in other parts of England, kept at 
work till 8, sometimes till 10, in the evening, but they seldom begin it before 7 or 8 in the 
morning. The hours of work in the foundries are from 6 A.M. to 6 P.M., out of which an hour and a 
half is allowed for meals; a few work at night regularly, and others when there is a particular 
press of business. At the slate-quarries the hours of work are 10 in the day. 

 
266 (3) An hour is generally allowed for dinner in all departments of husbandry, and another, 

or at least half an hour, for breakfast; and it large proportion of the young people employed are able 
to return to their homes to their meals, or to take them in the farm-houses. The same allowance 
is usual in employments in towns. At the foundries an hour and a half is allowed, and this is 
also the case at the slate-quarries. 

 
267 (4) It is needless to describe the nature of the agricultural and civic employments just spoken of, 

which are the same in this as in other parts of the country. The separate reports on the iron-
foundries and quarries may be referred to for particulars on this point relating to them. 

 
268 (5) It has been stated that the surface operations in these mines are carried on in well-

ventilated places, free from the causes of impurity connected with town habitations. They are in fact, 
nearly analogous, in regard to aeration, to rural work; the latter is the less sheltered of the 
two, but likewise the less sedentary. The comparative disadvantages of those who work under 
ground need not be enumerated. No kind of town occupation is attended by any at all equal 
ones; but the close situations in which many of its departments are carried on, and the noxious 
effluvia with which the air is often loaded, render the comparison with the surface work at the mines 
unfavourable. The quarries and clay-works present no essential points of difference from the 
more exposed surface work at the mines. The particular condition of the foundries must be 
looked for in the special report respecting them; but it may be stated generally that they are 
more injurious in some parts, both from extreme alternation of temperature and from impurity 
of air, than the places of work at the surface in the mines, but much less so than those under 
ground. 

 
269 (6) As to the liability to accidents, the disadvantage is altogether on the 
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